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INDIA WELCOMES U.S.-TALIBAN PEACE AGREEMENT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

India has welcomed the agreement between the U.S. and the Taliban sealed in Qatar on
Saturday. Official spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs Raveesh Kumar said the
government noted that the agreement had received the support of all sections of Afghanistan.

“We note that the entire political spectrum in Afghanistan, including the government, the
democratic polity and civil society, has welcomed the opportunity and hope for peace and
stability generated by these agreements,” he said.

The agreement was announced in the backdrop of Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla’s
conversations with the leadership of the government of Afghanistan during a two-day trip to
Kabul. It was Mr. Shringla’s first foreign trip after taking charge in late January. During his
meetings with President Ashraf Ghani and other Afghan decision-makers, he highlighted New
Delhi’s commitment to “enhanced political, economic and development partnership” with Kabul.

The Indian leadership had taken up the U.S.-Taliban negotiations during the visit of U.S.
President Donald Trump. Officials on Saturday said India would support all opportunities that
could bring peace, security and stability in the country.
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AN UNEASY PACT
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The agreement signed in Doha on Saturday between the United States and the Taliban marks
the beginning of a potentially dangerous phase in the unfortunate recent history of Afghanistan.
Although it has been billed as a “peace agreement” it is more a phased “withdrawal schedule”
for the 12,000 US forces currently stationed in Afghanistan. The promise to end America’s
“endless wars” in the greater Middle East region was one of the central themes of US President
Donald Trump’s election campaign in 2016. He is eager to demonstrate progress on that front in
his bid for re-election later this year. Although he deployed additional troops in Afghanistan
during 2017, Trump’s conviction that America’s longest ever war in Afghanistan is unwinnable
was reinforced by the continuing US inability to put the Taliban under serious military pressure.

In agreeing to withdraw all US forces from Afghanistan over a period of 14 months, Washington
has got Taliban’s promise to prevent the use of Afghan soil by any group that threatens the
security of America and its allies. The Taliban has also agreed to join talks with various Afghan
groups, starting later this month, to discuss a permanent ceasefire and a road map to install a
new political regime in Kabul. The US has certainly made its promise of withdrawal conditional
upon the Taliban holding up its commitments. This conditionality is unlikely to survive the
diminishing political support in Washington for further military involvement with Afghanistan. The
biggest casualty of the US withdrawal is the Kabul government that was kept out of the US talks
with the Taliban. Growing internal squabbling in Kabul has further marginalised the government.
The imminent intra-Afghan talks will involve many Afghan groups but the Taliban will be the
most powerful player at the table and is bound to set the terms for the final agreement.

The Taliban, whose strength lies among the Pashtuns, is not known for a politics of
accommodation with other ethnic groups that constitute more than half of the Afghan population.
The return of a unilateral Taliban could set the stage for the next round of civil war that has
hobbled the nation since the late 1970s. The lifting of the US military footprint and the uncertain
political future of Kabul provide a fertile ground for meddling by other regional actors, especially
the Pakistan army, which sees Afghanistan as its backyard. India, which has seen its influence
grow in Afghanistan since the US intervention at the end of 2001, has never been enthusiastic
about Washington’s engagement with the Taliban. It has chosen to keep its political lot with
Kabul, which is growing weaker by the day. Delhi has also held itself back from any formal
contact with the Taliban. Critics say this policy is too rigid to cope with the dynamic Afghan
situation. Supporters, however, argue that it is better to hold on to the allies you have rather than
looking for new friends among the Taliban. Either way, Delhi must prepare for prolonged
turbulence in Afghanistan as the curtains fall on Kabul’s moderate political order.

 The Indian Express is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@indianexpress)
and stay updated with the latest headlines
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A DEAL THAT INCREASES UNCERTAINTY
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The U.S.-Taliban agreement signed on February 29 may end up paving the way for further
intra-Afghan fighting because it leaves the most important issue, namely, the future relationship
between the Afghan government and the Taliban, unresolved. All it does is to propose an intra-
Afghan dialogue between the Kabul government and the Taliban scheduled to begin on March
10.

The prospects of such a dialogue leading to a durable peace in the country do not seem to be
very good. A major reason for this is the inability of both the Kabul government and the Taliban
to speak in one voice. The government is a perfect picture of disunity with President Ashraf
Ghani and his primary challenger Chief Executive Abdullah Abdullah threatening to set up
parallel governments. What makes this rivalry very dangerous is that Mr. Ghani belongs to the
largest ethnic group, the Pashtun, and Mr. Abdullah’s base is among his fellow Tajiks, the
second largest group in Afghanistan.

Concessions made by Mr. Ghani’s government to the Taliban will likely be interpreted by Mr.
Abdullah’s supporters as an intra-Pashtun deal reached at the expense of other ethnic groups,
especially the Tajiks and the Uzbeks, who formed the bulk of the anti-Taliban Northern Alliance
from 1996 to 2001. Consequently, ethnic fissures may descend into open conflict.

A big, bad deal: On U.S.-Taliban agreement

Similarly, the Taliban, despite appearances to the contrary, is not a well-knit force. It is
composed of various regional and tribal groups acting semi-autonomously. All of them may not
be amenable to following the directions of its top leadership. It is, therefore, possible that some
of them may continue to engage in assaults on government troops and even American forces
during the withdrawal process.

What the U.S.-Taliban agreement has accomplished in reality is to help the leaders on both
sides achieve their primary objectives. The Taliban has pledged not to allow any terrorist
organisation, such as al-Qaeda and the Islamic State, to operate from the territory it controls.
Although important for American security interests, this was secondary to the Donald Trump
administration’s key concern. Mr. Trump’s main goal was to demonstrate to his domestic
constituency that he was serious about bringing American troops back home. According to the
timeline set out in the agreement, all U.S. and NATO troops will withdraw from Afghanistan
within 14 months. More important, the joint statement declared that the U.S. would reduce the
number of U.S. military forces in Afghanistan to 8,600 within 135 days. This means that a
substantial number of American troops will return to the U.S. well before the presidential
election, thus giving a boost to President Trump’s odds for re-election.

The Taliban leadership has also achieved its primary goal, namely, the withdrawal of foreign
troops within a reasonable time frame. The Taliban already controls or contests half the
country’s territory and the American and NATO withdrawal will help it expand its territorial base
at the expense of the government’s poorly trained forces.

Experts raise concerns for India over U.S.-Taliban agreement

The prospect of this happening should worry New Delhi for two interrelated reasons. One, India

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/us-taliban-sign-peace-deal-american-troops-to-leave-afghanistan-in-14-months/article30951283.ece
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has a major stake in the stability of Afghanistan, however tenuous it may be, as it has invested
considerable resources in the country’s development. Two, India has a major stake in the
continuation in power of the present dispensation, which it considers a strategic asset vis-à-vis
Pakistan. An increased political and military role for the Taliban and the expansion of its
territorial control should be of great concern to India since the Taliban is widely believed to be a
protégé of Islamabad. Therefore, any celebration in New Delhi will be highly misplaced.

Mohammed Ayoob is University Distinguished Professor Emeritus of International Relations,
Michigan State University
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A BIG, BAD DEAL: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON U.S.-
TALIBAN AGREEMENT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The deal signed between the U.S. and the Taliban in Doha on Saturday sets the stage for
America to wind down the longest war in its history. It went into Afghanistan in October 2001, a
few weeks after the 9/11 terror attacks, with the goals of defeating terrorists and rebuilding and
stabilising the central Asian country. Almost 19 years later, the U.S. seeks to exit Afghanistan
with assurances from the Taliban that the insurgents will not allow Afghan soil to be used by
transnational terrorist groups such as al-Qaeda and that they would engage the Kabul
government directly to find a lasting solution to the civil war. America’s desperation is
understandable. The Afghan war is estimated to have cost $2-trillion, with more than 3,500
American and coalition soldiers killed. Afghanistan lost hundreds of thousands of people, both
civilians and soldiers. After all these, the Taliban is at its strongest moment since the U.S.
launched the war. The insurgents control or contest the government control in half of the
country, mainly in its hinterlands. The war had entered into a stalemate long ago and the U.S.
failed to turn it around despite both American Presidents Barack Obama and Donald Trump
having sent additional troops. Faced with no other way, the U.S. just wants to leave Afghanistan.
But the problem is with the way it is getting out.

Also read | Tough talks ahead as Ghani rejects Taliban prisoner swap

The fundamental issue with the U.S.’s Taliban engagement is that it deliberately excluded the
Afghan government because the insurgents do not see the government as legitimate rulers. By
giving in to the Taliban’s demand, the U.S. has practically called into question the legitimacy of
the government it backs. Second, the U.S. has made several concessions to the Taliban in the
agreement. The Taliban was not pressed enough to declare a ceasefire. Both sides settled for a
seven-day “reduction of violence” period before signing the deal. The U.S., with some 14,000
troops in Afghanistan, has committed to pull them out in a phased manner in return for the
Taliban’s assurances that it would sever ties with other terrorist groups and start talks with the
Kabul government. But the Taliban, whose rule is known for strict religious laws, banishing
women from public life, shutting down schools and unleashing systemic discrimination on
religious and ethnic minorities, has not made any promises on whether it would respect civil
liberties or accept the Afghan Constitution. The Taliban got what it wanted — the withdrawal of
foreign troops — without making any major concession. Lastly, the U.S. withdrawal will
invariably weaken the Kabul government, altering the balance of power both on the battlefield
and at the negotiating table. A weakened government will have to talk with a resurgent Taliban.
The U.S., in a desperate bid to exit the Afghan war, has practically abandoned the Kabul
government and millions of Afghans who do not support the Taliban’s violent, tribal Islamism, to
the mercy of insurgents.
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EXPERTS RAISE CONCERNS FOR INDIA OVER U.S.-
TALIBAN AGREEMENT

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

New Delhi has signalled its acceptance of the U.S.-Taliban and U.S.-Afghanistan peace
agreements in Doha and Kabul that aim to end the 18-year war in Afghanistan, by sending
envoys to witness them.

The two agreements set out a course for the next 14 months, including the pull-out of U.S.
troops, the denial of space to foreign terrorist groups and any violence against the U.S. and
allies, and intra-Afghan dialogue.

However, after a closer look at the texts of the two agreements distributed to news agencies,
named the “Agreement for Bringing Peace to Afghanistan between the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan which is not recognised by the United States as a state and is known as the
Taliban, and the United States of America”, and the “Joint Declaration between the Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan and the United States of America for Bringing Peace to Afghanistan”,
diplomatic and security experts say the impact on India may be a cause for worry for the
government.

Terms still nebulous

“The reduction in violence is a much-needed respite for Afghans,” said Amar Sinha, National
Security Advisory Board member and former Ambassador to Afghanistan.

However, Mr. Sinha added that “all Taliban demands have been front-loaded, while the actual
terms of the ‘peace deal’ are yet to be negotiated between the Taliban and the Afghan side,
facilitated by the U.S. So, much of the heavy lifting remains.”

More critical of the agreement, Anand Arni, former Special Secretary in the Research & Analysis
Wing, who worked closely on Indian policy in Afghanistan, said it was “entirely one-sided”.
“Taliban cannot deliver on the assurances it has given, and yet the U.S. has handed over
Afghanistan to them. There is no reference to the Constitution, rule of law, democracy and
elections,” he said.

The salient points of concern are:

Does the term “U.S. and Allies” include India?

In the Doha agreement, the Taliban has guaranteed “enforcement mechanisms that will prevent
the use of the soil of Afghanistan by any group or individual against the security of the United
States and its allies”. However, it is unclear whether India, which is not a U.S. ally, is included in
this definition, and whether Pakistan-backed groups that threaten India, would still operate in
Afghanistan. The Kabul declaration with the Ghani government more specifically commits to
stopping “any international terrorist groups or individuals, including al-Qa’ida and ISIS-K, from
using Afghan soil to threaten the security of the United States, its allies and other countries.”

Impact of prisoner release and lifting sanctions



Page 10

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Officials worry most about the “mainstreaming of the Haqqani network”, which Lashkar-e-Taiba
terrorists reportedly fight alongside and were responsible for the 2008 bombing of the Indian
embassy in Kabul. According to the agreements, 5,000 Taliban prisoners will be released by
March 10, 2020, the first day of intra-Afghan negotiations, and the remainder in another three
months. Officials also point out that the U.S. has committed to taking Taliban leaders off the UN
Security Council’s sanctions list by May 29, 2020, which could considerably bring down the
number of terrorists Pakistan is accused of harbouring, according to the FATF greylist
conditions. This might benefit Pakistan during the June 2020 FATF Plenary, when it faces a
blacklist for not complying.

Handing powers to Taliban

In the Doha agreement, the U.S. has committed to clearing five bases and bringing troop levels
down to 8,600 in four and a half months, and even appears to submit to the possibility of a
Taliban-led government, by extracting promises that the Taliban will not provide “visas,
passports, travel documents or asylum” to those threatening the U.S. and its allies. This appears
to sideline the “Intra-Afghan” dialogue, and India’s support for the election process for leadership
in Afghanistan. In the last section of the agreement, the U.S. and Taliban seek “positive relations
with each other and expect that the relations between the United States and the new post-
settlement Afghan Islamic government as determined by the intra-Afghan dialogue and
negotiations will be positive”.

Afghan govt. in peril?

This indicates that the Ghani government, which India has recognised as winner of the 2019
election, will only serve for an interim period. This also raises a big question mark on the future
of Afghanistan’s government, and whether it will remain a democracy. “The bottomline is that
India cannot look at the agreements or the route to Kabul via Washington’s view,” said Mr. Arni.

Above all, experts warned the Afghanistan-Pakistan dialogue facilitated by the U.S. on cross-
border terrorism and mechanisms must not cut India out of the region’s security architecture.
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UN RIGHTS BODY TO MOVE SC ON CAA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

Steely resolve:People from nomadic tribes and other communities protesting at Azad
Maidan.Emmanual Yogini  

Former Solicitor General Mohan Parasaran said that in his opinion, the U.N. official could not be
impleaded on international law in a domestic matter. “The CAA has to be tested on the
touchstone of the Indian Constitution and not some U.N. Convention. If such interventions as
amicus curiae are allowed, it will set a wrong precedent,” he observed.

Last month, a Bench led by Chief Justice of India Sharad A. Bobde took “note” of a plea made
by a U.N. Special Rapporteur in a case related to the rights of Rohingya refugees, but forwarded
it to the government for a response without ruling on it.

Former Indian Foreign Service officer Deb Mukherji, who is a petitioner in the original case filed
in December, said the U.N. move would not change their case against the CAA. “I am not aware
that international bodies can implead themselves in our courts, that is for the honourable
Supreme Court to decide. We have been waiting for weeks to be heard, and hope our petition
will be taken up soon,” he told The Hindu .

Former External Affairs Minister K. Natwar Singh described the U.N. rights body’s move as
“absolutely unprecedented in the diplomatic history of India”.

Agreeing, former envoy to the U.N. Chinmaya Gharekhan said the move was “objectionable”, as
the U.N. was an inter-governmental body and “they are not supposed to approach the Supreme
Court of India."

Worries galore

In her address to the Human Rights Council on February 27, Ms. Bachelet expressed “great
concern” over the CAA. Earlier, U.N. Secretary General Antonio Guterres had spoken of worries
over the “risk of statelessness” that arose from the CAA being used as a discriminatory
measure.

The Government of India has denied and rejected both the comments.

The citizenship bill enacted on December 12, 2019 after it was cleared by Parliament, promises
to fast-track citizenship for undocumented migrants belonging to six faiths not including Islam
and Judaism, who fled from religious persecution in Bangladesh, Afghanistan and Pakistan
before December 21, 2014.

( With inputs from Krishnadas Rajagopal )
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RETURN TO CHAOS IN AFGHANISTAN?
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

“The Doha deal is likely to provide a face-saving exit for the U.S. and an electoral trump card for
U.S. President Donald Trump.” Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, the leader of the Taliban
delegation, and Zalmay Khalilzad, U.S. envoy for peace in Afghanistan, in Doha on February 29.
REUTERS  

The U.S.-Taliban deal in Doha will probably lead to another civil war in Afghanistan, instead of
a lasting peace. The deal should have followed an intra-Afghan dialogue between President
Ashraf Ghani and Chief Executive Abdullah Abdullah. Instead, it expects that an intra-Afghan
dialogue will follow, leading to peace and stability. An intra-Afghan dialogue has been elusive
since the establishment of the Afghan High Peace Council in 2010 by then President Hamid
Karzai.

Also listen: Breaking down the U.S-Taliban peace deal | The Hindu In Focus Podcast

At the most, the Doha deal is likely to provide a face-saving exit for the U.S. and an electoral
trump card for U.S. President Donald Trump. It will also legitimise the Taliban as a political actor
in Afghanistan.

President Trump desperately wanted to seal this deal. His primary objective is not to ensure
stability in Afghanistan by making the Taliban a stakeholder in any future political framework;
instead, it is domestic. Mr. Trump wants to be seen as the deal-maker who brought American
troops back home and ended the longest U.S. war. And he wants this before the U.S.
presidential election.

The second objective of the U.S. is a face-saving exit from Afghanistan. The focus of the deal is
on the Taliban severing its links with other international terror groups such as al-Qaeda and the
Islamic State (IS). Mr. Trump can sell the deal to his domestic audience by stating that American
troops can return home as the Taliban will not support any other international terrorist groups in
Afghanistan. After all, the U.S. troops entered Afghanistan to neutralise al-Qaeda and Osama
bin Laden after 9/11.

Undoubtedly, the biggest beneficiary of the Doha deal is the Taliban. First, the deal legitimises
the Taliban as the primary actor in deciding the future of Afghanistan. The Taliban has been
waiting for this moment, waiting for this deal. It was fully aware that the U.S. troops would not
stay on indefinitely in Afghanistan. Perhaps, the Taliban’s advisers also knew how desperate Mr.
Trump would become and therefore decided to play the strategy of ‘hit and wait’. The Taliban
increased the intensity of violence in the last few years, without breaking off negotiations with
the U.S. It never agreed to a ceasefire; even when the proposed deal in 2019 was cancelled in
the last minute by President Trump, it continued with this strategy.

The Taliban also did not yield to the intra-Afghan dialogue proposal by the U.S. It consistently
stated that it does not recognise the elected government in Kabul led by Mr. Ghani. It continued
targeting the Afghan security forces making 2018-19 one of the most violent years in recent
Afghan history. The Taliban has also been consistent with another position — that any dialogue
within Afghanistan will take place only after the foreign troops leave.

The Taliban leadership will be smiling now as they have not yielded to any of the American
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demands. True, they have agreed not to support al-Qaeda and the IS, but there is no al-Qaeda
today in Afghanistan. Moreover, the Taliban is fighting the IS internally. Hence, yielding to this
American demand will not affect its position in Afghanistan.

The Taliban will wait and watch the American troops draw down further in the next three months.
It may not target them but it will continue fighting the Afghan security forces. The U.S. will watch
this drama and perhaps use it as a strategy to retain a residue force. It could do this to watch
Iran. This would be acceptable to the Taliban.

The deal may talk about an intra-Afghan dialogue, but is the Taliban interested in it? The
Taliban’s objective would be to capture Kabul, and not share power there with anyone. An intra-
Afghan dialogue should have preceded the Doha deal. The Taliban never wanted to negotiate
with Kabul. Had it wanted to, such a negotiation would have taken place earlier. After all, the
Afghan High Peace Council was established with the same purpose. The Taliban targeted many
of the Afghan High Peace Council members, including the chairman of the Council, Burhanuddin
Rabbani, in 2011. The Taliban will probably scuttle any attempt towards an intra-Afghan
dialogue. Even if it agrees to a dialogue, it may use some pretext or the other to walk away from
it — for example, the prisoner swap clause in the Doha deal (which would see the government
release 5,000 Taliban prisoners and the Taliban release 1,000 captives), which President Ghani
says his government never agreed to. Hence, a principal objective of the deal would be a non-
starter.

Finally, the deal came at the wrong time. Kabul remains deeply divided. Instead of ushering in
political stability, the 2019 elections situated Mr. Ghani and Mr. Abdullah in opposite camps.
Both have declared victory and both have announced formation of their own governments. The
U.S. should have brought both the leaders on a common platform and negotiated a deal, as it
did after the presidential election in 2014. As a result, a national unity government was formed
with Mr. Ghani as the President and Mr. Abdullah as the Chief Executive.

However, this time, neither did Zalmay Khalilzad, the U.S. Special Representative for
Afghanistan Reconciliation, pursue a serious strategy nor did President Trump have the
patience to negotiate with two regional satraps, far away from Washington. Instead, they
decided to deal with the Taliban and leave Kabul to its own fate.

To be fair to Mr. Trump and Mr. Khalilzad, Mr. Abdullah and Mr. Ghani should have realised the
futility of their internal divide. Perhaps, both saw it as part of their final push to have their
authority stamped on Kabul. That move backfired. Now they have to face the onslaught of the
Taliban either individually or together.

The question now is not whether there will be another civil war in Afghanistan, but when. With
the divide between Mr. Ghani and Mr. Abdullah in Kabul, any announcement on government
formation is likely to increase the fault lines in the bureaucracy and the Afghan security forces.
This is what the Taliban is probably expecting. Instead of engaging in any internal dialogue, the
Taliban will attempt to impose itself on Kabul and the rest of Afghanistan.

The Afghan security forces may not collapse in the immediate withdrawal; they will fight back.
The Taliban will want to capture the cities one after another, as it did in the 1990s. The Afghan
security forces will try to prevent this from happening. All this will probably lead to what the
majority of the Afghans want to avoid — a return to chaos.

D. Suba Chandran is a professor and a dean at the National Institute of Advanced Studies,
Bengaluru
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‘INDIA COMMITTED TO TWO-STATE SOLUTION’
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - Israel

Cheikh Niang  

India has remained “steadfast” in its support for Palestinian rights and has consistently voted in
favour of Palestine at the UN on “15 key resolutions”, said members of a key UN body, calling
for New Delhi to play an “enhanced” role in the search for a solution to the Israel-Palestine
conflict.

A four-member delegation of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable rights of the
Palestinian People said that during discussions with External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar, the
government had reiterated its traditional stand on the issue.

“We would like countries like India that have good relations with both Israel and Palestine, and
are also attached to multilateral principles, to play a bigger role in the resolution of the issue,”
Cheikh Niang, Chairman of the committee, who visited Delhi this week told presspersons. Mr.
Niang explained that part of the reason for the first such country visit by the panel was that India
was expected to become a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council for 2021-22.

Asked about India’s recent votes that appeared to support Israel, including one at the UN’s
ECOSOC in June 2019 which ended the consultative status for a Palestinian NGO that Israel
claimed had terror links, the committee members said those actions were not reflective of India’s
stand on the resolution of the Israel-Palestine conflict.

They pointed to several other votes by India, including the UN General Assembly vote, that had
sharply criticised the United States for recognising Jerusalem as the Israeli capital in December
2017. India had also voted in favour of another UNGA resolution “deploring the use of
excessive, disproportionate and indiscriminate force by Israeli forces against Palestinian
civilians” in June 2018.

“The best way to test India’s commitment is the way India votes,” Mr. Niang told The Hindu .
“India has consistently voted in favour of those resolutions that promote the two-state solution
with a Palestinian claim to East Jerusalem. We have not seen any weakening of the position.”
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THE SUM AND SUBSTANCE OF THE AFGHAN DEAL
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

The long-awaited deal between the United States and the Taliban was finally signed in Doha
last Saturday by U.S. Special Envoy Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad and former Taliban deputy
leader Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar. On the same day, U.S. Defence Secretary Mark Esper
visited Kabul to conclude the Joint Declaration for Bringing Peace to Afghanistan between the
two governments. Gaps and inconsistencies between the two only add to the confusion. But two
facts are clear. The U.S. is on its way out and second, this does not ensure peace for the
Afghan people. As former U.S. Defence Secretary General Mattis put it, “The U.S. doesn’t lose
wars, it loses interest.” But since a major power cannot be seen to be losing a war, certainly not
in an election year, a re-labelling of the withdrawal becomes necessary.

Nearly a half century ago, U.S. President Richard Nixon had faced a similar dilemma. With more
than half-a-million U.S. soldiers deployed in Vietnam, it was clear that a military solution was out
of question. Seeking an exit, his National Security Adviser Henry Kissinger, during his secret
visit to Beijing in July 1971, assured Premier Zhou Enlai that the U.S. was prepared to withdraw
completely from Vietnam in return for release of U.S. prisoners of war and a ceasefire lasting “a
decent interval”. Kissinger and Nixon knew that the deal would leave their ally, the South
Vietnamese government led by President Thieu, vulnerable. In declassified 1972 White House
tapes, Nixon and Kissinger acknowledge that “South Vietnam is not going to survive and the
idea is to find a formula that can hold things together for a year or two”. The ploy worked.

Nixon was re-elected with a record margin in November 1972 on the platform that peace was at
hand. In January 1973, the Paris Peace Accords were signed, and by end March, the U.S. had
completed its withdrawal ending direct military involvement. U.S. prisoners of war were released
but by end-1973, the ceasefire was in tatters. Saigon fell to the North Vietnamese forces on April
30, 1975. Approximately 20,000 U.S. soldiers died during 1972-73 (Nixon cemented the
understanding during his visit to China in February 1972) and 80,000 South Vietnamese soldiers
died after the collapse of the ceasefire, following the decent interval. To win his re-election,
Nixon had promised an honourable peace and delivered a delayed defeat, but by then the world
had moved on. Dr. Kissinger won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1973 (joint winner). The secret
assurances of 1971-72 only surfaced after four decades.

Mr. Khalilzad is no stranger to Washington politics having served in Republican administrations
since the Reagan era. He understood his job perfectly when Secretary Pompeo appointed him
the Special Envoy for Afghan Reconciliation in September 2018. An Afghan by birth (he came to
the U.S. in his teens) and having served as U.S. Ambassador in Afghanistan, he knew full well
that he was not negotiating an Afghan peace deal; he was negotiating a “managed” U.S. exit.
The time line too was clear. U.S. President Donald Trump had repeatedly declared that “great
nations do not fight endless wars”; his re-election is due in the fall of 2020.

Mr. Trump’s 2017 policy aimed at breaking the military stalemate in Afghanistan by authorising
an additional number of up to 5,000 soldiers, giving U.S. forces a freer hand to go after the
Taliban, putting Pakistan on notice and strengthening Afghan capabilities. Within a year, it was
clear that the policy was not working because no insurgency can be defeated as long as it
enjoys safe havens and secure sanctuaries. Pakistan’s help was necessary to get the Taliban to
the negotiating table.

Comment | Who won the Afghan war?
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A three-way negotiation ensued. First was the Doha track with the Taliban; a second was with
Islamabad/Rawalpindi and the third was with Kabul to ensure that the Afghan government would
accept the outcome. The dice was loaded because Taliban and Pakistan negotiated as a team.
Within six months, they had whittled down Mr. Khalilzad’s four objectives: a ceasefire, an intra-
Afghan peace dialogue, cutting ties with terrorist organisations such as al-Qaeda, and finally,
U.S. troop withdrawal —to just the last one, with some palliatives regarding the third.

The deal was ready to be signed last September when Mr. Trump abruptly called it off, stalling
the process. National Security Adviser John Bolton’s dismissal (he was opposed) and the
release of three high-level Taliban militants including Anas Haqqani (Sirajuddin Haqqani’s
brother) in November helped smoothen issues.

The key features of the Doha deal are: i) U.S. troops to be reduced from the current 14,000 to
8,600 by June 15 (in 135 days); ii) withdrawal of all remaining U.S. and foreign forces by April
29, 2021 (in 14 months); iii) Removal of the Taliban from UN Security Council sanctions list by
May 29; iv) Up to 5,000 Taliban prisoners and 1,000 Afghan security forces prisoners to be
released from Afghan and Taliban custody respectively by March 10; v) U.S. sanctions against
Taliban leaders to be lifted by August 27; vi) intra-Afghan talks to begin on March 10.

Clouds of uncertainty over Afghanistan

Nothing reflects the fragility of the deal signed between the U.S. and the Taliban in Doha better
than the title: “Agreement for Bringing Peace to Afghanistan between the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan which is not recognised by the United States as a state and is known as the Taliban
and the United States of America”. This is repeated more than a dozen times in the agreement.
Ironically, the U.S. has committed to getting UN Security Council endorsement for the deal with
an entity that it does not recognise.

The leader of the Haqqani network and the number two of the Taliban, Sirajuddin Haqqani, who
recently wrote an op-ed in The New York Times, remains on the U.S.’s wanted list with a reward
of $10-million for information leading to his capture or death. This hardly squares with the notion
that the Taliban is now a U.S. counter-terrorism partner against the Islamic State.

The Kabul Declaration states that Afghan government will “participate in US facilitated
discussion with Taliban on CBMs, to include determining the feasibility of releasing significant
number of prisoners on both sides”. There is no reference to numbers to be released or a
deadline of March 10 linking it to commencing intra-Afghan talks, as in the Doha deal. No
wonder President Ghani angrily declared a day later that release of prisoners will be part of the
agenda for the intra-Afghan talks, provoking the Taliban to declare that the truce would no
longer cover Afghan security forces, creating the first of many obstacles ahead.

No good options in Afghanistan

There is no mention of what will happen to the Taliban fighters whose numbers have suddenly
inflated from earlier range of 30,000 to 50,000 to 60,000 to 1,50,000. Are they to be disarmed
and demobilised; prepared for civilian life or integrated with the Afghan security forces? Who is
expected to provide stipends to those opting for peace? Mr. Trump maintains that it is “time that
the war on terror is fought by someone else” so it will not be the U.S.. The U.S. has described
itself as a “facilitator”, a responsibility that it will be glad to share with others.

The idea of a ceasefire, which is normally the starting point for any peace process, has been
made an outcome of the intra-Afghan dialogue, together with a political road map for the future,
but without any time frame. There is no reference to preserving the gains of the last 18 years
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and with the Taliban intent on reviving the Islamic Emirate, the shape of things is clear.

Remember the duck test — if it looks like a duck, walks like a duck and quacks like a duck, it
probably is a duck.

Rakesh Sood is a former diplomat and currently Distinguished Fellow at the Observer Research
Foundation
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RIGHTS OR WRONG?: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON U.N.
RIGHTS BODY MOVING SUPREME COURT AGAINST
CAA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

The application on behalf of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, seeking to
be heard as amicus curiae in the pending litigation in the Supreme Court against the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019, is undoubtedly an unusual step. As expected, the
government sees it as unwarranted interference. It does appear that the move is
unnecessary as the global human rights perspective that High Commissioner Michelle Bachelet
Jeria hopes to present is most likely to be raised by some of the petitioners themselves. After all,
most of the 140-odd petitions argue that the CAA fails to extend the equal protection of law to
all immigrants in the country. But, to be fair, the High Commissioner is not seeking to be a
petitioner. On the contrary, she is offering the undoubted expertise that the premier U.N. body
possesses in aid of the Court. She has appreciated the amendment’s positive side, noting its
potential to redress the “irregular” condition of some migrants through a quicker citizenship
process. It must be noted that the Court has relied on principles contained in international legal
instruments in some of its judgments. The moot question is whether the U.N. High
Commissioner ought to be given an opportunity to assist the Court in the matter, or whether,
even without such assistance, the Court will countenance arguments based on the salutary
provisions of international conventions that India is a party to. Needless to say, the amicus brief
may not be necessary in the latter situation.

The Modi government may be unhappy with the U.N. rights body’s “overreach”, but it will have to
be underscored that the CAA’s flawed structure and the aggressive manner in which it was
initially linked with a post-implementation exercise to purge the country of illegal immigrants
have contributed to the present situation. The political Opposition, sections of the legal fraternity,
academicians and commentators have made a strong case that making religion a factor to
include certain categories for a fast-tracked naturalisation process is violative of secular
principles. The government’s stout defence of the CAA is that no current Indian citizen would be
affected, and that it was meant to help persecuted minorities in countries where Islam was the
state religion. In addition to having to discharge the burden of proving that the CAA does not
contravene the Constitution, the government would have to demonstrate that it is not in violation
of provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. Ms. Bachelet’s
application marshalls significant aspects of global humanitarian law to buttress her point. The
Court may probably not take her assistance, but there is little doubt that the Centre cannot
evade its obligation to enact non-discriminatory legislation, grant all migrants equal protection
and abide by the non-derogable principle of non-refoulement.
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INDIA-EUROPEAN UNION FLAGSHIP CALL
ANNOUNCED ON INTEGRATED LOCAL ENERGY
SYSTEMS AT INDIA SMART UTILITY WEEK

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Ministry of Science & Technology

India-European Union Flagship Call announced on
Integrated Local Energy Systems at India Smart Utility
Week

Sweden and India announce co-funding for a multi million
dollar programme on Smart Grids

Posted On: 05 MAR 2020 6:04PM by PIB Delhi

India-European Union Flagship Call on Integrated Local Energy Systems was announced at
India Smart Utility Week 2020 in the presence of Prof Ashutosh Sharma, Secretary, Department
of Science & Technology (DST) and European Union Ambassador to India Mr Ugo Astuto. 

This partnership between Indian and European Union will help in Clean Energy and Climate and
this partnership will foreseestrengthened cooperation in energy research and innovation, mainly
in renewable energy and its integration in the energy system. The collaboration can make
energy supply cleaner, more efficient and affordable to all.

This Indo-EU flagship call is fully in line with both the European Union’s and India’s involvement
in Mission Innovation (MI), a global initiative of 24 countries and the European Commission (on
behalf of the European Union), committed to reinvigorate and accelerate global clean energy
innovation with the objective to make clean energy widely affordable.

This Indo-EU Flagship call will give novel solutions encompassing local integration across
various energy vectors and increase the share of renewables in the energy mix and high energy
efficiency.
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Meanwhile, Sweden and India have announced the India-Sweden Collaborative Industrial
Research & Development Programme at India Smart Utilities Week. The joint Programme, co-
funded by Indian Department of Science & Technology (DST) and Swedish Energy Agency, will
bring together world class expertise of Sweden and India to address challenges in the area of
Smart Grids.
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Prof Ashutosh Sharma, Secretary, DST and Dr Robert Andren, Director General, Swedish
Energy Agency signed the Protocol of Cooperation between Swedish Energy Agency and DST
discussed how this will benefit both countries.

“With India raising its ambition for renewable energy manifold, research, development and
innovation the area of Smart Grids assumes high priority as essential enabler. High research
development and innovation investments, especially, in partnership and collaborations, can
accelerate Smart Grid technologies development in the near future. Sharing the common vision
on sustainability, Sweden and India are adding one more collaborative programme to their
already vibrant partnership portfolio,” said Professor Prof Sharma.

He said that during the last five years DST has set up 3 major international smart grids
networked virtual centers and partnered with 24 countries for smart grids research, development
and innovation. As co-lead of Mission Innovation (MI) Smart Grids innovation challenge, DST
has supported 9 MI projects envisaging partnership of 17 Indian and 20 Foreign Institutions
across 9 countries. DST has already made an investment of 60 million US $ in Smart Grids.

India-Sweden Industrial led Research & Development collaborative programme on Smart Grids
at a collective investment of 5 Million US $  will help to transform the clean energy sector into a
secure, adaptive, sustainable and digitally enabled ecosystem and provide reliable and quality
energy for all.

Speaking about the new programme from Stockholm, Dr Andren said, “Regardless of the
differences between our countries, we share the objectives of a sustainable society and future. A
sustainable energy supply is a prerequisite for all societies and therefore we need modern
power infrastructures that allow highly increased amounts of renewable energy. Another
common challenge we share is the transformation into a fossil free transport sector. These are
just two examples of areas where India and Sweden can benefit from concrete co-creation and
sharing experiences from each other”.

“India is a highly valued partner to Sweden and the fastest rising research and innovation power
in the world. The Sweden and India joint programme will assure that the best of Swedish and
Indian innovators can forge partnerships and develop solutions that will benefit both sides”, said
MrKlas Molin, Ambassador of Sweden to India.

DST, Government of India and Swedish Energy Agency have created a funding mechanisms
through which companies may seek support for joint Research and Development projects. The
India-Sweden programme aims to foster and support the development of collaborative Research
and Development projects that bring together companies, research organisations, academics
and other collaborators from both countries for the joint development of innovative products or
processes. The project should aim to develop technologies that can be commercialized after two
years through cooperation between India and Sweden. 

The Swedish Energy Agency commits 2.6 MUSD over four years for research and innovation
collaboration in the area of smart grids with India. DST will also fund a matching investment of
INR 18 Crore for the support of Indian partners towards industrial Research and Development
projects, focused on co-development and innovation towards new products, processes or
technologies. Product Adaptation projects will be funded under this new programme.

The Sweden-India Science and Innovation Partnership has grown in strength during the last
couple of years. High-level visits from both sides have further boosted interest in bilateral
collaboration between the two countries. The first ever India-Sweden High Level Dialogue on
Innovation Policy was held in New Delhi during the state visit of their Majesties the King and
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Queen of Sweden to India in December 2019.
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INDIA JOINS INDIAN OCEAN COMMISSION AS
OBSERVER

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: IOR-ARC and India

India has been approved as an observer state for a five-nation grouping in the Western Indian
Ocean, which includes Madagascar, Comoros, Seychelles, Mauritius and French Reunion.

The members of the Indian Ocean Commission (IOC) decided on India’s application at a
meeting last week, officials said. With the decision, India will join China, which was made an
observer in 2016, as well as the “International Organisation of the Francophonie” or the 54-
nation French-speaking collective, the European Union (EU) and Malta, which were all admitted
in 2017.

The decision to join the IOC marks a part of the government’s push for greater salience in the
whole Indian Ocean Region (IOR), including what is called the Western or African Indian Ocean.
In December 2019, the Ministry of External Affairs decided to include Madagascar, Comoros
and Reunion as part of the IOR (Indian Ocean Region) desk along with Sri Lanka, Maldives,
Mauritius and Seychelles. Subsequently, they have been incorporated into one single division
under the additional Secretary (Indo-Pacific) Neena Malhotra.

The IOC is also significant for its geographical location, as the islands sit around a “key choke-
point” in the Indian Ocean — the Mozambique Channel. This channel is being watched more
closely as the U.S.-Iran tensions threaten the Strait of Hormuz. Given China’s growing presence
in the region, India hopes to increase its naval presence and gain support for its maritime
projects across the Indo-Pacific, beginning at East African shores.

Subscribe to The Hindu digital to get unlimited access to Today's paper

Already have an account ? Sign in

Find mobile-friendly version of articles from the day's newspaper in one easy-to-read list.

Enjoy reading as many articles as you wish without any limitations.

A select list of articles that match your interests and tastes.

Move smoothly between articles as our pages load instantly.

A one-stop-shop for seeing the latest updates, and managing your preferences.

We brief you on the latest and most important developments, three times a day.

*Our Digital Subscription plans do not currently include the e-paper ,crossword, iPhone, iPad
mobile applications and print. Our plans enhance your reading experience.

To continue enjoying The Hindu, You can turn off your ad blocker or Subscribe to The Hindu.

Sign up for a 30 day free trial.

https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=todayspaper&utm_medium=31006737&utm_campaign=tp-national&#signin
https://subscription.thehindu.com/signup?utm_source=adblocker&utm_medium=signin&utm_campaign=adblocker


Page 29

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 30

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-03-09

MILITARY COOPERATION GROUP DIALOGUE WITH
U.S. POSTPONED

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - USA

Mark Esper  

The India-U.S. Military Cooperation Group (MCG) dialogue, scheduled for later this month, has
been cancelled in view of the COVID-9 outbreak, and the proposed trip of U.S. Defence
Secretary Mark Esper is also in question, defence sources said on Sunday.

India is considering a U.S. request for posting liaison officers at the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command
(USINDOPACOM) and the U.S. Special Operations Command (USSOCOM). This was to be
discussed at the dialogue.

“The MCG dialogue, to be held in the U.S. this time, has been cancelled due to COVID-19. The
formal decision on Mr. Esper’s visit is expected on Monday,” a defence source told The Hindu .
Given the current situation, the visit looks doubtful, another official said.

The MCG is a forum to review the progress of defence cooperation between India’s Integrated
Defence Staff and the USINDOPACOM at the strategic and operational levels. The Integrated
Defence Staff was responsible for coordination among the armed forces before the appointment
of the Chief of Defence Staff.

As part of improving defence cooperation and interoperability, India is considering a U.S.
request for posting liaison officers at the USINDOPACOM and the USSOCOM.

“We have posted a liaison officer at the U.S. Navy Central Command in Bahrain and a U.S.
liaison officer, in the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, has joined the Indian Navy’s Information Fusion
Centre for Indian Ocean Region at Gurugram,” another defence source said. This is an outcome
of the agreement reached at the last 2+2 dialogue in December last, which also “noted their
[India and the U.S.] intent to explore further military liaison relationships.”

The liaison officer at the USINDOPACOM is likely to be a Navy officer, while the one at the
USSOCOM will probably be an Army officer. “The modalities are still being worked out,” the
official said, adding it could fructify by early next year.

The MCG was to have reviewed the decisions taken at the 2+2 dialogue and the recent visit of
President Donald Trump to India. Further, it was to follow up on the visit and fast-track the
decisions, including that on 24 MH-60R multi-role helicopters, the official said.
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HAITI, A LAND CRIPPLED BY CHAOS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India - South America

Last week, Haiti’s embattled President Jovenel Moise appointed Joseph Jouthe as Prime
Minister, the third in less than a year, disregarding opposition calls and popular protests
demanding his own resignation. A former agricultural entrepreneur, the President has refused to
hold legislative elections, due last October. This sparked a violent unrest which has resulted in
the deaths of at least 40 people. Mr. Moise is trying to alter the Constitution to enable any piece
of legislation to become law if parliament does not approve or reject it within a stipulated time
frame. This proposal has raised many eyebrows. His predecessor had delayed the 2015
parliamentary elections for some months. When the polls were finally conducted, they were
riddled with serious irregularities.

The current political paralysis in Port-au-Prince predates the devastating 2010 earthquake that
left about 2,00,000 people dead and displaced millions. The period after the three-decade-long
dictatorship of François Duvalier and his son Jean-Claude Duvalier, which ended in 1986, was
marked by military coups and short-lived democratic rule. Jean-Bertrand Aristide, a Roman
Catholic priest with left-wing leanings, was deposed first in 1991 and then in 2004.

The role of the UN Stabilisation Mission deployed in the following months, with heavy U.S.
influence, has been derided by critics as championing “investor rights, not human rights.” A
survey in a 2006 edition of The Lancet found that 8,000 people were murdered and 35,000
women victimised in the greater Port-au-Prince area after the exit of Mr. Aristide. Crucially, the
perpetrators were political actors and UN soldiers.

The UN Mission, which was scaled down in 2017, continues to attract controversy. Another
study in December 2019, by a website called ‘Conversation’, disclosed further evidence of
several peacekeepers sexually assaulting minor girls, leaving them destitute and with children.
In the wake of the 2010 earthquake, many UN bases were accused of discharging sewage into
the tributary of Haiti’s main river, triggering the outbreak of a cholera epidemic, which killed over
10,000 people.

The Mission was also criticised for standing by when a former president in 2011, Rene Preval,
sought to impose a U.S.-backed successor. Mr. Moise’s own election in 2016 was mired in
controversy, when the turnout was only 18%. Within months of taking office, Mr. Moise fired the
head of the Central Financial Intelligence Unit. That decision is said to have influenced the move
to clear his own name in a money laundering case.

In October 2017, Haiti’s Senate report found that billions of dollars were misappropriated from
the Petrocaribe oil programme, intended for education and infrastructure development. This was
corroborated last year by the country’s court of auditors, which also implicated a firm managed
by Mr. Moise. Part of a regional initiative by then Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez,
Petrocaribe allowed Haiti to buy oil at 60% of the price and the remainder to be settled in
deferred payments over 25 years. The slump in global oil prices brought to an end the
Petrocaribe programme, as also the government’s fuel subsidies. The decision was eventually
reversed, but only after the resignation of then Prime Minister Jean-Henry Ceant and violent
protests across Haiti. The embezzlement of large sums has deepened the sense of outrage and
betrayal among ordinary Haitians and loss of credibility among international aid agencies.

Haiti is Latin America’s first country that won independence in 1804. But millions of dollars paid
in French reparations over the next 100 years, U.S. occupation early last century, the Duvalier
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dictatorship, and continuing misrule have crippled the economy. More than half the population
lives below the poverty line. One of the world’s poorest nations, Haiti’s people have borne the
brunt of some of the worst natural disasters in recent times. While the country needs a
democratic renewal, others must respect Haiti’s sovereignty.

garimella.subramaniam@thehindu.co.in
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FAIL-SAFE EXIT FOR AMERICA, BUT A WORRY FOR
INDIA

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries
on India's interests

The recently negotiated peace deal between the United States and the Taliban is unlikely to
bring peace to Afghanistan, is geopolitically disadvantageous for India, and has serious
implications for our national security. The terms of the deal, the manner in which it was
negotiated as well as the geopolitical context in which it was stitched up indicate that it was more
about providing an honourable exit route for the U.S.’s Trump administration from its military
campaign in Afghanistan than about ending violence in the country. Within 24 hours of the
much-publicised deal, violence and major disagreements about the deal began erupting in
Afghanistan. Given that the Taliban negotiated from a position of strength, the Trump
administration from weakness and little political will, and that the Ashraf Ghani administration in
Afghanistan was by and large a clueless bystander in all of this, means that the country is
perhaps on the verge of yet another long-drawn out and internecine battle.

When the Taliban came to power in the mid-1990s in Kabul, it had few backers in the world, nor
was it seen as a useful commodity by the great powers or the states in the region, except for
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates. And the international community was
almost united in offering a normative pushback against the violent outfit. As a result, the Taliban
was at best reluctantly tolerated until it messed up towards the end of its regime in Kabul. The
Northern Alliance, supported by countries such as Russia and India, kept up its military pressure
against the Taliban while it was in power. The situation today, at least for the moment, is
perhaps the exact opposite of what was the case then. The Taliban today is also more worldly-
wise and might have learned, during its exile, to deal with the international system and play the
game of balance of power. More so, it may not necessarily be a puppet of the Pakistani deep
state once it returns to power.

Given the war fatigue and the geopolitical stakes in Afghanistan, most of the key players in the
region and otherwise have been in negotiations with the Taliban one way or another, and for one
reason or another, lending the terror group certain legitimacy in the process. Today, the Taliban
is the flavour of the season — anyone desirous of a stake in Afghanistan or does not want its
domestic turmoil to spill over into their country would want to keep the Taliban in good humour.
There is another reason why the Taliban has many suitors — because the U.S. withdrawal by
and large suits everyone, be it China, Pakistan, Iran, or Russia. Suddenly, the Taliban appears
to have been forgiven for its sordid past and unforgivable sins because for most of these
countries, the U.S. is the bigger challenge than the Taliban.

 

The only state that seems to be on the losing end, unfortunately, of this unfolding game of chess
and patience in Afghanistan is India. It did not have to be this way: if the earlier Taliban regime
was anti-India, it was also because India had militarily supported the Northern Alliance that kept
up the military pressure against the Taliban. Today’s Taliban does not share the same animus
for New Delhi. New Delhi, therefore, could have rejigged its approach to Taliban this time
around. However, it put all its eggs in the Ashraf Ghani basket, even on the eve of the signing of
the peace deal in Doha. New Delhi also, for most intents and objectives, adopted a puritanical
approach to the Taliban, neither reaching out to the Taliban nor exploiting the fissures within it;
one, because it did not want to irk the elected government in Kabul and two, because it adopts a
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moralistic approach to dealing with extremist groups in general — not a smart diplomatic
strategy. This moralistic attitude, also a diplomatically lazy one, I would say, that be it Pakistan
or Afghanistan, India would only talk to the legitimate government in that country, is a self-
defeating position. The world is not that perfect, nor are states all that uniform, created in the
shape and image of the Westphalian forefather. Smart statecraft, therefore, is dealing with what
you have and making the best of it.

As a result, India’s relations with Afghanistan will take a hit in the immediate aftermath of the
deal. Here is why. With China, India’s strategic adversary, deeply involved in the geopolitics and
geoeconomics of the region, including in Afghanistan, India’s traditional ability to influence the
region’s political and security outcomes will be severely limited. This will be further exacerbated
by the withdrawal of the U.S., India’s closest friend, from the region. Other regional actors in
Afghanistan are also less friendly towards India than ever before: Iran feels let down by India
given how the latter has behaved towards it at the behest of the Americans; for Russia, India is
only one of the many friends in the region — the exclusivity of Russia-India relations is a thing of
the past — and Pakistan would consider targeting India a fair game.

Unless New Delhi carefully envisages a counter strategy, these factors will increasingly push
India into a geopolitical tough spot in the region. It should worry us that our political class is
focused on domestic politics while the region is becoming ever more uncertain and evidently
unfavourable to us.

While the direct physical impact of the Taliban’s return to power in Afghanistan on Kashmir will
be negligible, this will not be without serious implications for the unfolding situation in Kashmir’s
restive regions. The most important impact is going to be psychological. Disenchanted Kashmiri
youngsters, and there are a lot of them, will interpret the events in Afghanistan as follows: “If the
mighty superpower USA could be defeated by the Taliban in Afghanistan with help from the
Pakistan army, defeating Indian forces in Kashmir won’t be impossible after all.” This
enthusiasm is completely misplaced, but that is not the point. That the Kashmiri youth might pick
up guns drawing inspiration from the situation in Afghanistan is indeed the point.

Second, the U.S.-Taliban deal cannot survive without Pakistan’s assistance towards ensuring its
success, and the U.S. and its allies recognise that. Such a recognition of Pakistan’s utility
provides the country with an ability, as and when it wishes to, to up the ante in Kashmir.

Third, New Delhi’s official statement which describes Afghanistan as a “contiguous neighbour”
— meaning that India considers Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) a part of its sovereign
territory — will make Pakistan and China sit up and take notice. Recall that India also made a
similar claim about Aksai Chin in the wake of its August decision on Kashmir. Erstwhile
rhetorical claims on PoK and Aksai Chin have suddenly assumed lot more geopolitical
significance today making conciliatory approaches to conflict resolution ever more difficult.

The return of the Taliban, however unavoidable that may be, signals a victory of religious
fundamentalism in the region and it will have serious implications for the region as a whole. Not
only is the Taliban’s return a victory for a puritanical religious outfit, it is also an act in legitimising
it. More so, given that a new Taliban-led dispensation in Afghanistan will be far more accepted
by the international community than the last time around (1996 to 2001) also means increased
acceptability for such regimes in general, either out of necessity or as a function of geopolitical
calculations. That the Taliban mass-murdered its opponents into statehood in the 21st century
and that this might provide potential inspiration to other outfits in the region and outside should
indeed worry us.

Happymon Jacob teaches national security at the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi
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WHY ARE OIL PRICES CRASHING?
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Effect of policies and politics of developed & developing countries

on India's interests

Oil prices saw their biggest single-day crash in almost 30 years on March 9, throwing global
equity markets into turmoil. The price of a barrel of Brent crude closed down 24% at $34.36 after
a price war was initiated between Saudi Arabia and Russia, two of the world’s largest oil
producers. It recovered slightly on March 10, but crashed again. On Thursday, Brent crude price
was hovering around $33 a barrel. Prices crashed by almost 50% this year, from $66 a barrel on
December 31, 2019 to the current levels, primarily driven by lack of demand.

OPEC-Plus alliance

After 2014 “glut” diplomacy which brought down prices below $30 a barrel, Saudi Arabia and
Russia came together to cut output and steady prices. Known as the “OPEC Plus” arrangement
(Russia is not a member of the Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries, or OPEC), this
alliance kept production lower and pumped up the prices. The OPEC-Plus cooperation collapsed
last week after Russia rejected a Saudi request to effect more cuts in output given the fall in
demand owing to the economic impact of the coronavirus outbreak. The existing output
reduction deal is set to expire later this month. The Russian and Saudi sides have said they are
no longer constrained by the deal.

Saudi Arabia’s oil giant Aramco announced that it would increase output from 9.7 million barrels
a day now to 12.3 million barrels in April. Aramco also offered a discount to its variety of crude,
targeting Russian markets in Asia and Europe. The fear of glut at a time of slowing demand
(supply and demand shock) rattled the markets, crashing prices.

What do Saudis want?

As it was clear that Russia was not ready to cut its output further, the Saudis moved to the
attack mode. The plan is to flood the markets with Saudi oil and depress the prices, which would
hurt all oil exporters. Riyadh may have multiple targets. One is to exert pressure on Russia and
make it come back to the negotiation table. And if both sides agree to a new deal, they can
reverse the decision to ramp up production and collectively take steps to pump up prices.
Second, if the Russians do not blink, the plan is to capture market share from Russia with
discounts.

Third, bleed the U.S. shale oil producers who could not sustain production at depressed prices .
In a way, Crown Prince Mohamed bin Salman, the de facto ruler of the kingdom, is trying to take
on both Russia and U.S. shale oil companies with a single move.

But the question is whether Saudi Arabia could sustain the price war for a longer term. Roughly
90% of Saudi budget revenues are coming from the petroleum sector. The Kingdom wants
prices to be over $60 a barrel to balance its budget. Prolonged depressed prices will leave a
bigger hole in the Saudi budget, complicating further the Crown Price’s economic reform and
diversification agenda.

What’s Putin’s plan?

Though Russia had been cooperating with OPEC for three years, there’s a growing opinion in
Moscow that the output cut was hurting Russian energy companies. Russian companies also
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want to open the taps and gain more market share.

Furthermore, there’s a convergence of interests between Saudi Arabia and Russia in hurting the
U.S. shale oil companies, which are flooding markets with shale oil and challenging the
supremacy of traditional oil producers in determining the prices (U.S. output was more than 12
million barrels a day in February).

Russia is in a relatively stronger economic position than Saudi Arabia. Oil now accounts for less
than a third of its budget revenue. The country has also built a war chest of $435 billion in
foreign exchange reserves. Russian President Vladimir Putin may be in for a long game—to
weaken both U.S. shale oil industry and the OPEC’s clout in the market. If so, the glut won’t
drain away any time soon.
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INDIA’S ON-GOING TRADE NEGOTIATIONS
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: World Trade, WTO and issues involved

Ministry of Commerce & Industry

India’s on-Going Trade Negotiations

Posted On: 13 MAR 2020 5:12PM by PIB Delhi

During the 3rd RCEP Leaders Summit which was held on 4 November, 2019 in Bangkok, India
stated that the current structure of RCEP did not reflect the RCEP Guiding Principles or
address the outstanding issues and concerns of India, in the light of which India did not join
RCEP. RCEP was intended to provide mutually beneficial outcomes for RCEP countries
including India, however, since the current structure did not adequately address ambition and
concerns of India’s stakeholder, India did not join RCEP in its current form.

The list of country or group of countries with which trade negotiations have been initiated by
India are given at Annex I.

 

                         Annex I.

On-going Trade Negotiations

 S. No. Name of the Agreement

1 India – EU (European Union) Bilateral Trade and Investment Agreements ( BTIA)

2 India - Sri Lanka Economic and Technical Cooperation Agreements (ETCA)

3 India - Thailand Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA)

4 India - Mauritius Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and Partnership Agreement (CECPA)

5
India – EFTA (Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland) Trade and Economic Partnership
Agreement (TEPA)

6 India - New Zealand FTA/CECA

7 India – Israel Trade Agreement

8 India - Singapore CECA(3rd review)

9 India - SACU PTA (South Africa, Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland and Namibia)

10 India - Mercosur PTA expansion (Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay)

11 BIMSTEC CECA(Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Bhutan and Nepal)

12 India - Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Framework Agreement

13 India – Canada FTA

14 India – Australia CECA

15 India-Malaysia CECA (1st  Review)

16. India-ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement (1st Review)
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17 India-Korea CEPA review

18 India-Iran Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA)

19 India-Peru Trade Agreement

20 India-EAEU (Eurasian Economic Union) Technical Consultations

21 India-Bangladesh CEPA

22 India-Chile PTA (2nd expansion)

23 India-Indonesia CECA

 

This information was given by the Minister of Commerce and Industry, Shri Piyush Goyal, in a
written reply in the Rajya Sabha today.

 

***
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-03-17

BACK TO SAARC: ON MODI'S VIDEO CONFERENCE
WITH LEADERS

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: SAARC and India

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s decision to convene a video conference of leaders of the
eight-member SAARC on Sunday represents a much-needed “out-of-the-box” thinking as
the world faces the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic. Pandemics do not recognise political
borders, and in times of trouble, reaching out to neighbouring countries is the most obvious
course of action. To that end, the hour-long discussion with the leaders of Afghanistan, the
Maldives, Bangladesh, Bhutan Nepal, Sri Lanka, and the Special Assistant on Health to the
Pakistan PM, came up with shared and unique perspectives in dealing with the virus that has
affected 1,75,250 people and claimed over 6,700 lives worldwide. The meeting saw Mr. Modi’s
proposal for a COVID-19 emergency fund — India will contribute $10-million — as well as a
decision on technical task forces. Afghanistan and Pakistan have specific challenges as they
share long borders with Iran, which has emerged, after China and Italy, as a major hub of the
virus. Bhutan, the Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka worry about the impact on tourism, which is a
mainstay of their economies. Another concern is of an escalation in the virus’s spread in the
subcontinent. With close to 300 positive cases, South Asia has seen a much lower incidence
globally, but given its much higher population density, it is clear that any outbreak will lead to far
more casualties. Other concerns are about under-reporting, as fewer people are being tested in
much of South Asia, and whether public health services can cope. It remains to be seen how
closely the SAARC countries will cooperate to deal with the virus.

Also read: Netanyahu requested PM Modi to allow export of masks, pharmaceuticals to
Israel: report

While speaking to his counterparts was a part of Mr. Modi’s message, it was, however, certainly
not the whole. The fact that he decided to make the video conference available live indicates his
desire to also reach out to and reassure the public in the SAARC region. Beyond this is the
message sent out by deciding to engage with the more or less moribund SAARC neighbourhood
grouping, rather than other organisations the government has preferred to engage with recently
such as BIMSTEC, BBIN and IORA. In fact the virtual summit is the first high-level SAARC meet
since 2014, and comes after India’s pulling out of the 2016 summit following the Uri attack; it
was to have been hosted in Islamabad. Pakistan too has made its concerns over Jammu and
Kashmir a sticking point in re-engagement, and PM Imran Khan’s absence on Sunday, and his
nominee’s attempt to raise the issue of restrictions in Kashmir indicate that this attitude persists.
Clearly, reviving the SAARC initiative, which countries in the region including Nepal, Sri Lanka
and Bhutan have advised, will not be easy, given poor ties between SAARC’s two largest
members, India and Pakistan. But it is significant that New Delhi seems to be willing to try to put
politics aside when dealing with the pandemic that confronts all.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-03-18

A REVIVAL OF MULTILATERALISM, STEERED BY INDIA
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: UNO and its various Agencies

The COVID-19 pandemic has brought out in sharp relief the compelling reality that has been
staring us in the face for the past several years. This reality has two aspects. One, that most
challenges confronting the world and likely to confront it in the future, are cross-national in
character. They respect no national boundaries and are not amenable to national solutions.
Two, these challenges are cross-domain in nature, with strong feedback loops. A disruption in
one domain often cascades into parallel disruptions in other domains.

Thus the use of chemical fertilizers and toxic pesticides may promote food security but have
injurious health effects, undermining health security. Whether at the domestic or the international
level, these inter-domain linkages need to be understood and inform policy interventions. The
UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) reflect this awareness.

From virtual conferencing to real leadership

The intersection of cross-national and cross-domain challenges demand multilateral
approaches. They require empowered international institutions of governance. Underlying these
must be a spirit of internationalism and solidarity, a sense of belonging to a common humanity.
But over the past decade and more, the world has been moving in the reverse direction. There
has been an upsurge in narrow nationalism, an assertion of parochial interests over pursuit of
shared interests and a fostering of competition among states rather than embracing
collaboration. COVID-19 has brought these deepening contradictions into very sharp relief. This
is a global challenge which recognises no political boundaries. It is intimately linked to the whole
pattern of large-scale and high-density food production and distribution. It is a health crisis but is
also spawning an economic crisis through disrupting global value chains and creating a
simultaneous demand shock. It is a classic cross-national and cross-domain challenge.

But interventions to deal with the COVID-19 crisis are so far almost entirely at the national level,
relying on quarantine and social distancing. There is virtually no coordination at the international
level. We are also seeing a blame game erupt between China and the United States which does
not augur well for international cooperation and leadership. While this is the present state of
play, the long-term impact could follow alternative pathways. One, the more hopeful outcome
would be for countries to finally realise that there is no option but to move away from
nationalistic urges and embrace the logic of international cooperation through revived and
strengthened multilateral institutions and processes.

The other more depressing consequence may be that nationalist trends become more intense,
countries begin to build walls around themselves and even existing multilateralism is further
weakened. Institutions such as the United Nations and the World Health Organization which are
already marginalised may become increasingly irrelevant. There could be a return to autarkic
economic and trade policies and an even deeper and more pervasive anti-globalisation
sentiment. Unless there is a conscious effort to stem this through a reaffirmation of
multilateralism, we are looking at a very depressing decade ahead. This is when the world
needs leadership and statesmanship, both in short supply. This is in contrast to the U.S.-led
response to the global financial and economic crisis of 2008 when the G-20 summit was born
and a coordinated response prevented catastrophic damage to the global economy. Is there a
role here for India which is a key G-20 country, the world’s fifth largest economy and with a long
tradition of international activism and promotion of rule-based multilateralism?

https://www.thehindu.com/topic/coronavirus/
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In this context, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s remarks at the recent The Economic Times
Global Business Summit are to be welcomed. While speaking of the COVID-19 crisis, he said,
“Like today, the world is facing a huge challenge in the form of Corona Virus. Financial
institutions have also considered it a big challenge for the financial world. Today, we all have to
face this challenge together. We have to be victorious with the power of our resolution of
‘Collaborate to Create’.”

Coronavirus | Prime Minister Modi calls for COVID-19 Emergency Fund for SAARC

He went on to observe that while the world today is “inter-connected, inter-related and also
interdependent”, it has “not been able to come on a single platform or frame a Global Agenda, a
global goal of how to overcome world poverty, how to end terrorism, how to handle Climate
Change issues.”

Mr. Modi lauded his government’s policy of seeking friendship with all countries as contrasted
from the earlier policy of non-alignment. He seemed to suggest that non-alignment was a
defensive policy which advocated “equal distance from every country”. Now, he claimed, India
was still “neutral” — presumably meaning non-alignment — “but not on the basis of distance but
on the basis of friendship”.

He cited India’s friendship with Iran and Saudi Arabia, and with the U.S. as well as Russia.
Elaborating on this, he added, “There was a time when people were neutral by creating equal
distance, but we are now neutral by creating equal friendship. Today we are being friends and
trying to walk together. This is the very essence of India’s foreign policy and the economic policy
of India today.”

Mr. Modi may wish to distinguish his foreign policy from that of his predecessors, but what he
describes as its “essence” is hardly distinguishable from the basic principles of Indian foreign
policy since Nehru. India’s non-alignment was anything but defensive. The international peace-
keeping contribution that the Prime Minister referred to has its origins in Nehru’s sense of
international responsibility.

India has always professed its desire to have friendly relations with all countries but has been
equally firm in safeguarding its interests when these are threatened. India’s non-alignment did
not prevent it from forging strong and mutually beneficial partnerships with major countries. The
India-Soviet partnership from 1960-1990 is an example just as the current strategic partnership
with the U.S. is. The foreign policy of his predecessors had been rooted in India’s civilisational
sense, its evolving place in the international system and its own changing capabilities. Their
seminal contributions should be acknowledged and built upon rather than proclaim a significant
departure. The Prime Minister’s plea for global collaboration to deal with a densely inter-
connected world is in line with India’s traditional foreign policy. A leadership role in mobilising
global collaboration, more specifically in fighting COVID-19 would be in keeping with India’s
traditional activism on the international stage. The Prime Minister has shown commendable
initiative in convening leaders of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation nations
for a regional collaborative effort on COVID-19. This should be followed by an international
initiative, either through the G-20 or through the U.N.

The Prime Minister made no reference to the role of the U.N., the premier multilateral institution,
as a global platform for collaborative initiatives. There may have been irritation over remarks by
the UN Secretary General on India’s domestic affairs and the activism displayed by the UN
Commissioner for Human Rights on the Citizenship (Amendment) Act controversy. This should
not influence India’s long-standing commitment to the U.N. as the only truly inclusive global
platform enjoying international legitimacy despite its failings. If one has to look for a “single
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platform” where a Global Voice could be created, as the Prime Minister suggested, surely a
reformed and strengthened U.N. should be on India’s agenda.

The COVID-19 pandemic presents India with an opportunity to revive multilateralism, become a
strong and credible champion of internationalism and assume a leadership role in a world that is
adrift. The inspiration for this should come from reaffirming the well springs of India’s foreign
policy since its Independence rather than seeking to break free.

Shyam Saran is a former Foreign Secretary and a Senior Fellow, Centre for Policy Research
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-03-22

INDIA, FRANCE CONDUCT JOINT PATROLS FROM
REUNION ISLAND

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Strong bonds:A French crew boarded the Indian Navy’s P-8I aircraft for the joint patrol of the
Reunion Island.File photo  

India and France have conducted joint patrols from the Reunion Island for the first time,
signalling New Delhi’s intent to engage with friendly foreign partners in expanding its footprint on
the Indian Ocean, focusing on the stretch between the East African coastline and the Malacca
straits.

India has so far carried out coordinated patrols only with maritime neighbours and had rejected a
similar offer by the U.S.

The Indian Navy conducted a joint patrol with with the French Navy from the Reunion Island in
February. The patrol was conducted by a P-8I aircraft with French Navy personnel onboard, two
defence sources independently confirmed to The Hindu .

Greater understanding

“We have robust engagement with the French,” one of them said. The surveillance was done in
the southern Indian Ocean off Mauritius. “The P-8I was there for a week,” he said.

There was greater understanding between India and France on each other’s concerns,
especially in the maritime domain, the source said. “They also have capacity constraints there,
and we can share responsibilities. The patrols will be periodic. There is no set pattern,” the
source added.

As reported by The Hindu last November, visiting French Navy Chief Admiral Christophe
Prazuck had stated that they were “looking forward to organising joint patrols with the Indian
Navy” in 2020 and working on the precise objectives. Speaking at an event, he said the region of
the patrols could be north-western Indian Ocean or southern Indian Ocean “around the islands
that are part of France”.

“France is a safe country for us, there will be no concerns in conducting joint patrols with them,”
a third official said on why France was the first country selected to conduct joint patrols. France
is also the first country to deploy a liaison officer at the Indian Navy’s Information Fusion Centre
(IFC-IOR) as part of efforts to improve maritime domain awareness (MDA).

Major strategic partner

France has steadily emerged as a major strategic partner for India with big-ticket defence deals
and increased military-to-military engagement.

The Indian Navy is currently inducting French Scorpene conventional submarines, being built in
India under technology transfer, and the Indian Air Force will soon get the first batch of its 36
Rafale fighter jets.

Subscribe to The Hindu digital to get unlimited access to Today's paper
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CABINET APPROVES SIGNING AND RATIFYING OF
THE EXTRADITION TREATY BETWEEN INDIA AND
BELGIUM

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Cabinet

Cabinet approves signing and ratifying of the Extradition
Treaty between India and Belgium

Posted On: 21 MAR 2020 4:17PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has approved the signing
and ratifying of the Extradition Treaty between the Republic of India and the Kingdom of
Belgium.

Salient Features

            The following are the salient features of the Treaty:-

Obligation to Extraditei.
Each Party agrees to extradite to the other any person found in its territory, who is
accused or convicted of an extraditable offence in the territory of the other Party.

Extraditable Offencesii.
An extraditable offence means an offence punishable under the laws of both the
Parties with imprisonment for a period of one year or more severe punishment. 
Where extradition is sought in respect of a convicted person, the duration of the
sentence remaining to be served must be at least six months at the time of making
the request.  Offences relating to taxation, or revenue or is one of a fiscal character
also fall within the scope of this Treaty.

Mandatory grounds for Refusaliii.
Under the Treaty, extradition shall be refused if:

the offence involved is a political offence.  However, the Treaty specifies certain offences,
which will not be considered as political offences.

i.

the offence for which extradition is requested is a military offenceii.
the request for prosecution has been made for the purpose of prosecuting or punishing the
person on account of his race, sex, religion, nationality or political opinion.

iii.

the prosecution of enforcement of sentence has become time barred.iv.
(iv)      Extradition of Nationals

Extradition of nationals is discretionary.  The nationality will be determined at the time the
offence was committed.

Important Features
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            The Treaty inter-alia also contains provisions on:

Assurance in case of Capital punishment (Article 3 (7))a.
Central Authorities (Article 6)b.
Surrender (Article 11)c.
Handing over of Property (Article 18)d.
Transit (Article 19)e.
Protection of Personal Data (Article 21)f.
Expenses incurred in extradition (Article 22)g.
Consultations (Article 24)h.

Mutual legal assistance relating to extradition (Article 25)i.
Entry into Force Amendment and Termination of the Treaty (Article 26)j.

Benefits

            The Treaty would provide a legal framework for seeking extradition of terrorists,
economic offenders, and other criminals from and to Belgium.  After ratification, the Treaty will
enter into force from the date of exchange of instruments of ratification between India and
Belgium.

Background

            The new Extradition Treaty will replace the pre-Independence Extradition Treaty
between Great Britain and Belgium of 1901 that was made applicable to India through the
exchange of Letters in 1958 and is currently in force between the Republic of India and the
Kingdom of Belgium.  Due to the present procedural requirements and the fact that only limited
number of offences are listed under the pre-Independence Treaty, the same has become
obsolete in today’s context.

***

VRRK/AK
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2020-03-24

THE POST-COVID WORLD NEEDS A NEW MODEL OF
DIPLOMACY

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

The worst global crisis of our times recognises no national borders. Historic enmities between
nations have never seemed as irrelevant as they do now. Fighting the coronavirus needs a
global response. Some nations will need assistance more than others, some will have more
resources to summon than others. Iran is a country that needs help urgently — it has reported
more than 20,000 confirmed coronavirus cases; at least 1,600 people have died. The Iranian
Health Ministry said last week that one person dies every 10 minutes of the infection rampaging
through the country. This deadly crisis in Iran has coincided with an economic paralysis due to
US sanctions, which have, since last year, crippled the country’s health system along with its
economy. Lancet has said that despite efforts by the WHO and international health
organisations, the speed of the outbreak in Iran and the effects of the sanctions have combined
to create a shortage of vital medical equipment and drugs. The situation in Iran has forced even
the Trump administration, whose track record in dealing with the outbreak at home in the US has
been found wanting, to offer medical assistance to a country it describes as “evil”. It may have
been forced to make this offer to salve its own conscience. However, for Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Khamenei to invoke conspiracy theories about the spread of the virus in order to
refuse US assistance, is as reckless and as endangering of Iranian lives as the US sanctions
themselves.

Khamenei’s rejection is a warning that while COVID-19 is changing the world, it may not
necessarily turn out to be for the better. A new Cold War is brewing between the US and China,
with President Donald Trump’s racist “Chinese virus” slurs, and restrictions on Chinese
journalists in the US, and with China responding in the same coin. Trump’s bid to allegedly
poach German scientists working on a vaccine against the coronavirus has evoked outrage. The
squabbles are many, and they distract attention from the problem at hand and the ones that will
ensue.

The post-COVID world needs a new model of diplomacy, one that is more compassionate and
humane, and that will tailor itself to deal with the economic hardships all nations will face. India
took an important first step in trying to forge a regional approach to the pandemic by getting all
South Asian countries on the SAARC platform, and the G-7 followed with its own COVID video
conference. But the world, India included, will need to do much more than indulge in tokenisms
to deal with the economic illness that is set to follow the coronavirus. It will need to open
borders, not shut them. It will need to bring down walls, not build new ones.

 The Indian Express is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@indianexpress)
and stay updated with the latest headlines
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LONG LIVE THE NATION-STATE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: India's Foreign Policy evolution and changes

Paradoxical as it may sound, COVID-19, a global menace, has demonstrated the resilience of
the nation-state often portrayed as antediluvian by the advocates of globalisation. It has ended
up strengthening the relevance of national boundaries as the major instrument for the control of
the spread of the virus. One of the first things that governments have done is to close borders
and stop international travel. Even some members of the European Union have imposed entry
restrictions on citizens of fellow members with a high number of infections. The precept “the
nation state is dead” has been turned on its head and replaced with “long live the nation state”.

The COVID-19 outbreak has demonstrated that national boundaries are seen as the principal
barriers to the spread of the disease. Air traffic across most state boundaries has either been
halted or drastically curtailed and foreign citizens have been denied entry into national space.
Even the search for a COVID-19 vaccine has become a matter of international competition. For
the U.S., Europe and China, national pride is at stake in this race. Accusations have been made
that the U.S. is attempting to poach European, especially German, advances towards finding a
vaccine in an effort to outdo its competitors.

Self-perceived great powers such as the U.S. and China are especially worried that their inability
to control the virus and find antidotes to it could not only lead to loss of face but also in the long
run irretrievably erode their image as great powers with the capacity to set the international
security and economic agendas. American commentators and policymakers are especially
concerned that their failure to act quickly and lead the world in finding a solution to the crisis
could even result in a reversal in the global pecking order with the U.S. losing its pre-eminent
position to China. National pride and national security issues have thus become irretrievably
intertwined with the search to combat COVID-19.

All this is happening while simultaneously political leaders and pundits are making statements
daily about the urgent need for international cooperation to prevent the spread of the disease. It
is obvious that practice in the time of the pandemic is exactly the opposite of the orations about
the need for global cooperation to combat it. Moves such as closures of borders and bans on
commercial international flights make sense for the simple reason that the effective structure of
governance is largely circumscribed by national boundaries. Laws are made and enforced by
state authorities. Despite all the talk of global governance, supra-national bodies, whether
regional or global, have very limited capacities to control the day-to-day lives of human beings.
And a pandemic such as this needs effective methods of ordering the lives of citizens. Only the
state and its representatives can perform this role.

Moreover, human beings obey orders not simply because they are issued but because they
consider the issuing authority legitimate and, even more, identify with it at an emotional level. No
matter how ineffective or bumbling national governments may be, their legitimacy as
authoritative institutions is far greater than that of any competing institutions. People’s emotional
identification with them because of the sense of national identity drilled into their consciousness
from an early age also make them comparatively far more effective institutions for the
enforcement of orders especially in times of crisis.

It is no wonder therefore that the pandemic has also become a major source of resuscitation for
the nation-state that for the last few decades has been facing challenges from advocates of
globalisation. It has demonstrated that the nation-state is not only alive and well but absolutely
essential particularly in times of crisis and that the rhetoric about its imminent demise is vastly
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exaggerated.

Mohammed Ayoob is University Distinguished Professor Emeritus of International Relations,
Michigan State University
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Source : www.pib.nic.in Date : 2020-03-26

CABINET APPROVES MOU BETWEEN INDIA AND
GERMANY IN RAILWAY SECTOR

Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: Europe, European Union (EU) and India

Cabinet

Cabinet approves MoU between India and Germany in
Railway sector

Posted On: 25 MAR 2020 3:43PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi was apprised of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between Ministry of Railways, Government of
India with DB Engineering & Consulting GMBH of Germany for technological cooperation
inRailway Sector. The MoU was signed in February, 2020.

Details:

This Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for technological cooperation in Railway Sector will
enable cooperation in the following areas:

 

Freight operations (including cross-border transport, automotive transport and logistics,)i.
Passenger operations (including high-speed and cross-border traffic),ii.
Infrastructure building and management (including dedicated freight corridors and
development of passenger stations),

iii.

Development of a modern, competitive railway organization (including the improvement of
organizational structures and railway reformation),

iv.

IT   solutions   for   railway operations, marketing   and   sales   as   well   as administrative
purposes,

v.

Predictive Maintenance,vi.
 Private train operations, andvii.
Any other area which may be mutually agreed in writing between the two parties.viii.

Background:

Ministry of Railways have signed Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs)/ Memorandums of
Cooperation (MoCs)/ Administrative Arrangements (AAs)/ Joint Declarations of Intent (JDIs) for
technical cooperation in the rail sector with various foreign Governments and National Railways
in respect of identified areas of cooperation, which include high speed rail, speed raising of
existing routes, development of world class stations, heavy haul operations and modernization
of rail infrastructure etc.

******

PK/AK
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-03-27

G20 COMMITS $5 TRILLION AMID COVID-19 SCARE
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: G20

The world needs to “redefine” its conversations on globalisation to include social and
humanitarian issues such as terrorism, climate change and pandemics along with financial and
economic discussions, said Prime Minister Narendra Modi, speaking at a video-conference of
leaders of the world’s top 20 economies, the G20, hosted by the Saudi King, Salman bin
Abdulaziz Al Saud, to discuss the novel coronavirus pandemic.

According to a release, the G20 countries committed on Thursday to inject more than $5 trillion
into the global economy, and contribute to the COVID-19 solidarity response fund led by the
World Health Organization (WHO).

“The unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic is a powerful reminder of our interconnectedness and
vulnerabilities. The virus respects no borders. Combating this pandemic calls for a transparent,
robust, coordinated, large-scale and science-based global response in the spirit of solidarity,”
said a joint statement issued at the end of the extraordinary summit.

“We will share timely and transparent information; exchange epidemiological and clinical data;
share materials necessary for research and development; and strengthen health systems
globally, including through supporting the full implementation of the WHO International Health
Regulations.”

More interactions

The leaders agreed to have more interactions of G20 Foreign Ministers, health officials and the
respective Sherpas before the Riyadh Summit of the G20 nations in November 2020.

In his opening remarks, King Salman spoke of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on global
growth and financial markets. He said that the G20 must send a “strong signal to restore
confidence in the global economy by resuming, as soon as possible, the normal flow of goods
and services, especially vital medical supplies.”

In the effort to control the pandemic, most countries have acted individually he said, stressing
the need for a more coordinated effort.

Prime Minister Modi, who had first suggested the video-conference, also called for a bigger
mandate and more funding for the World Health Organisation, which he said had failed to “adapt
itself to deal with the new challenges the international community has faced.”

WHO’s ‘failure’

Many countries have been critical of WHO’s failure to alert the world quickly enough of the
potential threat from the pandemic, even after it had been informed of its spread in Wuhan by
China on December 31 last year.

Others, most notably the United States, have been particularly critical of China for not having
been transparent and shared information about the pandemic, and have even called for the virus
to be named the “Chinese virus” or the “Wuhan virus,” a move China has opposed strongly.

Finally, there have been differences in the approach by G-20 countries towards lockdowns in
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order to control the pandemic spread through social distancing.

Last week, Mr. Trump had hinted that he wanted to lift the shutdown in the US as it was
impacting the economy, saying that the “cure cannot be worse than the problem itself.” Brazilian
President Jair Bolsonaro has called state-imposed lockdowns a “crime”, while countries like
India have imposed a stringent 21-day lockdown across the country.

Sources said that there had been no “effort to ascribe blame or responsibility” for the pandemic.
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THE DEEP VOID IN GLOBAL LEADERSHIP
Relevant for: International Relations | Topic: G20

The coronavirus’s flight across the world at lightning speed, has exposed the total void in
collective leadership at the global level. Three months into the catastrophic war declared by an
invisible, almost invincible virus, that is rapidly gobbling up human lives, regardless of citizenship
and race, and contemptuously ravaging economies across continents, there is as yet no
comprehensive, concerted plan of action, orchestrated by global leaders, to combat this terror.

The G20 has just had a virtual meeting, we understand, at the prodding of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. It is encouraging to learn that the G20 leaders have agreed to inject $5-trillion
into the world economy to partially counter the devastating economic impact of the pandemic.
This is indeed good news. But taking collective ownership to fight a global war against the virus
will require a lot more than writing cheques.

World leaders are obviously overwhelmed with their own national challenges and do not appear
inclined to view the pandemic as a common enemy against mankind, which it is. China delayed
reporting the virus to the World Health Organisation (WHO), and perhaps, in the process,
contributed to the exacerbation of the spread of the virus across the globe. It was reported that
the Trump administration did not even inform the European Union before it shut off flights from
Europe. It must be acknowledged that the initiative taken by Mr. Modi in the early days to
convene a meeting of South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation countries stands out in
contrast to the pusillanimous leadership around the world.

There is no evidence that, at the global level, the pandemic has abated yet and would be
brought under control soon. To imagine that nations would be able to tame the virus soon with
massive shutdowns might be just wishful thinking. National shutdowns and physical distancing
have been a challenge not only in the Unied States and some European countries, it would be
more so in populous countries such as India. At any rate, such lockouts come at enormous
economic and social costs. As long as the virus is alive in some corner of the world, it would
resume its travel across the world the moment international travel restrictions are relaxed. Is it
realistic to imagine that international travel will remain suspended until the last virus alive on this
planet is extinguished? Epidemiologists point out that unless herd immunity develops — which
will take long and come at the cost of at least half the population being infected — the virus will
remain alive and strike whenever there is a lowering of guard.

This millennium has already suffered three pandemics and COVID-19 will certainly not be the
last.

This is a war. A good war against a bad enemy, and a common enemy, that respects no
borders. If this global challenge is not a battle to be fought by a collective global leadership,
nothing else is. And yet, the typical response by all affected nations, has been to impose
‘National distancing’ by closing borders. While this is no doubt, a most appropriate response,
there is a much bigger and emergent need for leaders of nations to come together for collective
global action.

Two developments in the global polity in the last few years have contributed to the indifference
towards collective global action.

One, the swing towards right-wing nationalism, as a guiding political ideology, in large swathes
of the world, particularly in the U.S. This ideology posits ‘global good’ being in conflict with and
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inimical to national interests. The dramatic announcement by U.S. President Trump, in June
2017, that the U.S. will cease involvement from the Paris Accord on climate change, preparatory
to full withdrawal after the mandatory period, on the ground that the accord will ‘undermine U.S.
economic interest’ is a classic demonstration of narrow nationalism trumping global interests.
There is no issue more global than climate change, and yet the U.S. Administration chose to
look at it from the prism of national, short-term economic interest.

Two, the atrophy of multilateral institutions. The United Nations was the outcome of the shared
vision of the world leaders after World War II, that collective action is the only way forward to
prevent the occurrence of another war. That institution has notoriously failed to live up to its
expectations to maintain peace among nations in the nearly 80 years since its formation. Its
affiliate organisations have, in several ways, failed to deliver on their lofty missions. In particular,
WHO, which has as its objective ‘to be the directing and coordinating authority among member
countries in health emergencies’, has proven to be too lethargic in reacting to pandemics in the
past. Its responses to COVID-19, has come under the scanner, not merely for incompetence,
but also for lack of intellectual integrity.

If the world leaders realise the relevance and critical importance of collective global action in the
context of the present pandemic, it is not difficult to contrive an appropriate mechanism quickly
to get into war. A nimble outfit, not burdened with bureaucracy, is required to manage a global
crisis of the nature that we are confronted with, today. The G20, with co-option of other affected
countries, itself might serve the purpose for the present. What is important is for the global
leaders to acknowledge what every foot soldier knows: winning a war would require the right
strategy, rapid mobilisation of relevant resources and, most importantly, timely action.

In facing the present challenge, the following actions should come out of such a collective.

First, the collective should ensure that shortages of drugs, medical equipment and protective
gear do not come in the way of any nation’s capacity to contain or fight the pandemic. It is very
likely that some nations that have succeeded in bringing the pandemic under control, such as
China, Japan or South Korea, might have the capability to step up production at short notice to
meet the increasing demand from other countries which are behind the curve. This would
typically involve urgent development of an information exchange on global production capacity,
present and potential, demand and supply. This is not to mean that there should be centralised
management, which is not only infeasible, but counterproductive, as the attendant bureaucracy
will impede quick action. A common information exchange could restrain the richer countries
from predatory contracting of global capacities.

Second, protocols might need to be put in place among participating countries to ensure
seamless logistics for the supply chain for essential goods and services to function efficiently.
This might be particularly necessary in the context of controls on international traffic and national
shutdowns. There would need to be concomitant accord to eliminate all kinds of tariff and non
tariff barriers.

Third, there needs to be instantaneous exchange of authenticated information on what clinical
solutions have succeeded and what has not. A classic example is the issue relating to
hydroxychloroquine, which is being used experimentally, bypassing the rigours of randomised
clinical trials. While there is no substitute to classic clinical proof, the more field-level information
is shared within the medical community, the better will be the success rates of such
experimentation.

Fourth, this is a time to have cross-country collaboration on laboratory trials and clinical
validation for vaccines and anti-viral drugs. It must be acknowledged that WHO has already
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moved on this issue, although, perhaps, belatedly. The world can ill-afford delays, as the
pandemic is predicted to stage a comeback once the shutdowns are gradually relaxed. The best
way to ensure speedy research is to pool global resources. Any effort at reinventing the wheel
will only delay the outcomes. This attempt to collaborate might also bring in its wake an
acceptable commercial solution that adequately incentivises private research, while ensuring
benefits being available to the entire world at affordable costs. Such a framework might be
necessary for sustained collaborations for future challenges.

Fifth, there is a need to facilitate easy movement of trained health professionals across the world
to train others and augment resources wherever there are shortages. In other words, nations
should come together to organise a global army to fight the pandemic, equipped with the best
weapons and tools.

Sixth, we must anticipate food shortages occurring sooner or later, in some part of the world,
consequent to the national shutdowns. Ironically, while we might have saved lives from the
assault of the novel coronavirus, we might run the risk of losing lives to starvation and
malnutrition, somewhere in the world if we do not take adequate precautions. This requires not
only coordinated global action; it would also turn out to be the test of global concern for mankind
in general.

Eventually, there is no doubt that human talent will triumph over the microscopic virus. It may be
some months before we declare our win. But the economic devastation, that would have been
caused as a result will be no less than the aftermath of a world war. Economies of the world are
inexorably intertwined. An orderly reconstruction of the global economy, which is equitable and
inclusive, will eventually involve renegotiating terms of trade among key trading blocs, concerted
action among central bankers to stabilise currencies, and a responsible way to regulate and
manage global commodity markets.

Does India have the power to awaken the conscience of the Superpowers and catalyse
collective global action? Remember, historically, it is always the weakling or the oppressed, who
have caused transformational changes in the world order.

R. Seshasayee is a company director and corporate adviser
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